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Mr. Victor Julius

Acting Director-General

Department of Arts and Culture

1.1 SUBMISSION OF THE ANNUAL REPORT TO THE 

  EXECUTIVE AUTHORITY

I have the honour of submitting the 2006/2007 Annual Report of the 

Department of Arts and Culture.
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During 2006 this Department took the lead in the 

commemoration and celebration of important his-

torical milestones, including the 50th Anniversary of 

the Women’s March to Pretoria; the 100th Anniver-

sary of the Anti-Poll Tax Rebellion; the 100th An-

niversary of the Ghandi’s Satyagraha, the 30th an-

niversary of the Soweto Uprising, and many others.

Working with a number of government depart-

ments, the private sector, civil society and other 

stakeholders, we made a distinctive contribution to 

building social cohesion and nurturing a spirit of na-

tional unity.

Through our programme, the Department of Arts 

and Culture (DAC) visibly emerged as playing 

a pivotal role not only in chronicling our collec-

tive memory but also in redefi ning the soul of the 

nation. This was achieved by determined pursuance 

of our mandate: to develop and preserve South Afri-

ca’s cultural heritage.

From this report, we hope that the general public, 

the arts community, cultural activists, the private 

sector and other relevant stakeholders will gain a 

deeper insight into the role of arts and culture for 

both nation building and economic empowerment. 

Through a number of projects the DAC has inter-

vened actively in the fi ght against poverty, providing 

incomes for many who had little before, and creat-

ing employment in economically deprived regions.

Our participation in international exchanges and arts 

festivals have created new channels for internation-

al dialogue and cultural diversity while at the same 

time breaking new ground for the discovery of tal-

ent while creating new opportunities for the wider 

distribution of South African cultural products. The 

cultural industries sector shall become a major focal 

point for the accelerated and shared growth in our 

national agenda.

The past few years have been marked by the rapid 

growth and recognition of South Africa’s heritage 

resources. The South African Heritage Resources 

Agency (SAHRA) continues to identify and promote 

new heritage sites and is conducting an audit of 

movable cultural property. We are currently building 

a multi-million rand, state of the art new home for 

the National Archives, as well as a new home for 

our National Library.

I want to express our heartfelt gratitude to all the 

offi cials who were prepared to run an extra mile to 

make the programme of the Department effective.

Dr. Z. Pallo Jordan, MP

Minister of Arts & Culture

1.2  FOREWORD BY THE MINISTER OF ARTS AND CULTURE.

The fi nancial year 2006/07 has perhaps been a most exciting and also 

quite challenging year for Arts & Culture, marking a signifi cant turning point 

that placed us at the heart of the Government’s Programme of Action.
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Indeed, we look back with pride at the achievements 

of the past year. The programmes and events organ-

ised by our department in collaboration with role-play-

ers in the arts and culture sector as well as with other 

government departments brought into sharp focus the 

centrality of the Department’s work in strengthening 

our democracy. The challenge is that of weaving the 

ideals of non-racialism, non-sexism, peace and unity, 

glued together by the strong social values embraced 

in the spirit of ubuntu. This is ‘work-in-progress’.

During the past year, the Department of Arts & Cul-

ture demonstrated the centrality of the role of arts 

and culture in its implementation of Government’s 

Programme of Action. The Department spearheaded 

the programme of celebrating and commemorating a 

number of signifi cant historical milestones and anni-

versaries. This programme assisted in deepening the 

understanding and appreciation of what our Depart-

ment does.

Some of the signifi cant anniversaries

commemorated in the past year were: 

• The 10th Anniversary of the 1996 Constitution

• The 30th Anniversary of the 1976 Student 

 Uprising

• The 50th Anniversary of Women’s Anti-Pass March 

 to Union Buildings, Pretoria

• The 100th Anniversary of the Poll Tax Uprising by 

 Bambatha

• The 100th Anniversary of Gandhi’s Satyagraha

The success of the organisation and commemoration of 

these important dates have somewhat defi ned what 

is meant by the notion of “the soul of the nation”. 

It succeeded in getting the country to pause and 

think about our authentic history, who we are and 

how far we have come as a nation. This is a great 

achievement.

The responsibility of defi ning “the soul of the nation” 

is, of course, often left to the artists. Our Department 

has provided artists with boundless space for artistic 

expression and cultural discovery on the global stage. 

As a consequence, our vision has inspired our artists 

to create works that not only speak to the issues of 

national identity and social cohesion, but they have 

also succeeded in leaving an indelible mark in the 

consciousness of the world.

Some of the great achievements that have shown this 

include the fi lm, Tsotsi, winning an Oscar, the Soweto 

Gospel Choir being awarded a Grammy, South African 

Writers dominating the Commonwealth Prize Awards 

1.3 FOREWORD: MS. NGW BOTHA, DEPUTY MINISTER OF    

  ARTS AND CULTURE.

Our 2006-2007 Annual Report refl ects a year of signifi cant consolidation, 

important and dynamic developments and, of course, an increased 

workload. It has been a very busy and productive year, clearly illustrating 

the pivotal role arts and culture plays, not just in nurturing a sense of 

national unity and building social cohesion but also in defi ning 

“the soul of the nation”.
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and, of course, our musicians, dancers, singers, de-

signers, producers and a host of other creative talent 

taking the centre stage at the 2006 Soccer World Cup 

in Germany.

Our country will also be hosting the 2010 Soccer 

World Cup. This presents further opportunities for the 

arts and culture sector in South Africa as well as the 

African continent. The challenge is to create synergies 

and embark on sustainable projects, starting now and 

going beyond 2010.

This report outlines the very tangible progress 

that has been made in delivering on the challeng-

ing commitments set in the Department’s Strategic 

Plan 2006-2009 for the arts and culture sector. 

However, there remains a lot more substantial work 

to be done.

As we enter the new fi nancial year, we are fully 

aware that the lasting impact of what we do can only 

be measured by how we contribute towards job crea-

tion, poverty eradication and the reduction of unem-

ployment so that all the people of South Africa can 

equally enjoy a better quality of life. Our primary role 

is to create and strengthen partnerships with other 

Departments, organs of civil society, our associate in-

stitutions and the communities at large, particularly 

grassroots people in rural areas.

The more we can integrate arts and culture with the 

programmes of other government departments as 

well as stakeholders in the arts and culture sector, 

the more people will understand and value the im-

portance arts and culture has in creating a dynamic, 

creative and economically and socially viable society.

Ms. Ntombazana Botha, MP

DEPUTY MINISTER OF ARTS AND CULTURE
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The breath of its reach in the sector and in the general 
life of the people of South Africa; the deepening of the 
quality of the programmes and impact of our work on 
the soul and consciousness of the nation; the sharp-
ness of the focus represented by the special projects 
that the Minister envisioned and I had the privilege 
and pleasure to provide strategic leadership for; and 
the weight of our international profi le as a depart-
ment that communicates the identity of the South Af-
rican nation; all bear witness to a remarkable year in 
which more and greater maturity of this department 
continues to place it at the centre of government’s 
main programme of democratisation and freedom.

During the course of this year the Department went 
beyond its normal mandate of successfully deliver-
ing arts, culture and heritage programmes to the 
public and nation through the DAC’s internal units on 
the one hand, and by strengthening and promoting 
the work of its public entities and institutions, on the 
other hand.  At the beginning of the year the cabinet 
decided that the nation would commemorate impor-
tant events that shaped the struggle for liberation and 
formed the democratic process that gave birth to a 
new South Africa thirteen years ago. The President 
announced these commemorations in the state of the 
nation address and the Department of Arts and Cul-
ture took immediate leadership of the project of com-
memorating these events. I am pleased to report that 
my Department executed its mandate with distinction 
in this regard: We published books; we established 
annual lectureships to memorialise struggle icons; we 
staged stunning exhibitions; we repatriated exiled art 
works; in short we advanced the restoration of the 
soul of the nation during the year under considera-
tion. 

During 2006 the Department represented our gov-
ernment and people at the FIFA Soccer World Cup in 
Germany. Over 140 South African artists and cultural 
practitioners performed and staged exhibitions in 
Germany under the leadership of the Department of 
Arts and Culture. The department participated in the 
annual Cologne cultural festival; we staged a 30 day 
crafts exhibition in Germany; and we stunned interna-

tional audiences with a cultural manifestation on the 
closing night of the world cup. The Department 
opened the way to the 2010 Soccer World Cup in South 
Africa. .Naturally, therefore, the DAC has been able to 
complete its strategic plans for 2010 and the sector 
will be well placed to situate itself within a well 
thought out framework and the nation can 
participate in the cultural programme which is intend-
ed to deliver the spiritual and economic benefi ts of 
2010 for our people.

During the course of 2006/7 the Department has also 
been able to fi nalise a new organisational structure. 
This structure will be the basis for a strengthened or-
ganisation that is ready to play its role as part of a 
developmental state that seeks to lead and intervene 
decisively in favour of justice, growth and social cohe-
sion for our people. The Department is ready to grow 
and strengthen the soul of a nation in the making; 
to create the cultural foundations needed for people 
who are continually freeing and economically devel-
oping themselves. I have great pleasure in submitting 
this 2006/07 annual report to the Minister, Dr. Pallo 
Z. Jordan. 

Mr. Victor Julius
Acting Director-General

Department of Arts and Culture

1.4 INTRODUCTION BY THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL

This year marks the fourth year of the existence of the Department of 

Arts and Culture as an independent Department of the 

South African government.
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The thrust of the Department’s Programme of Action revolved around the commemortion and celebra-

tion of signifi cant historical mistones. These included the 100th Annivesary of the Anti-Poll Tax Rebellion 

and the 100th Anniversary of Ghandi’s Satyagraha. But the pivotal commemorative event was the 50th 

Anniversary ofthe Women’s Anti-Pass March to Pretoria. It was the execution of the plans and programs for this 

that put the Department at the centre of the overall Government Programme of Action.

During the course of this anniversary observation, the Ministry hosted a special breakfast to mark the 8th 

March, International Women’s Day. This was later followed by a special parliamentary debate, the re-enact-

ment of the march in August and a host of other projects that included special publications of poetry and prose 

anthologies and memorial lecturers to remember the legacy of heroic female fi gures like Charlotte Maxeke, 

Lillian Ngoyi and Ruth First, amongst others.

These events were organised in a manner to ensure that the struggle and total liberation of all our women 

remain at the core of national consciousness and government programme of action.

In the period under the review both Ministers Dr. Z. Pallo Jordan and Ms Ntombazana Botha went out of their 

way to connect with the arts and culture sector through exchange and intellectual engagement. This bolstered 

the confi dence of the sector in their leadership. Much effort was invested in hosting Izimbizo in Kwa-Zulu Natal, 

Mpumalanga and Limpopo where the ministers outlined the vision and mission of the Department.

One of the major highlights of this sterling work was evident in effecting the name change of Johannesburg 

Airport to the O R Tambo International Airport. This assigned the Department a pivotal role in transformation 

and in redefi ning the identity of the nation. This development also encouraged and entrenched a culture of ac-

tive participation in national affairs through debate. The Ministry has a stable and dedicated staff that ensures 

that it fulfi ls its mandate.

1.5  INFORMATION ON THE MINISTRY

The year 2006 marked a turning point in the work and history of the 

Department. Minister Dr. Z. Pallo Jordan delivered his second Budget Vote 

speech where he outlined strategies and plans to transform Libraries, 

promote language equity and thus change the nature of the 

publishing industry.
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1.6  MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the Department is to:
• Develop and promote arts and culture in South Africa and mainstream its role in social development.
• Develop and promote the offi cial languages of South Africa and enhance the linguistic diversity of 
 the country.
• Improve economic and other development opportunities for South African arts and culture nationally and 
 globally through mutually benefi cial partnerships, thereby ensuring the sustainability of the sector.
• Develop and monitor the implementation of policy, legislation and strategic direction for the identifi cation, 
 conservation and promotion of cultural heritage.
• Guide, sustain and develop the archival, heraldic and information resources of the nation to empower 
 citizens through full and open access to these resources.

1.7   LEGISLATIVE MANDATE

The legislative mandate of the Department of Arts and Culture is broad, covering a range of institutions and 
legislation. The primary legislative mandate of the Department comes from the Constitution of the Republic 
of South Africa, which states that: 

“Everyone has the right to freedom of expression, which includes -
(a)  freedom of the press and other media;
(b)  freedom to receive or impart information or ideas;
(c)  freedom of artistic creativity; and
(d)  academic freedom and freedom of scientifi c research” (section 16); and that -

“Everyone has the right to use the language and to participate in the cultural life of their choice, but no 
one exercising these rights may do so in a manner inconsistent with any provision of the Bill of Rights” (sec-
tion 30).

Part A of Schedule 4 of the Constitution indicates that matters of culture and language are functional areas of 
concurrent competence between national and provincial government.
Supported by the White Paper on Arts, Culture and Heritage, the following Acts have been promulgated 
by Parliament and institutions created in furtherance of the constitutional mandate of the Department of 
Arts and Culture:

• White Paper on Arts, Culture and Heritage
• National Archives and Record Service of South Africa Act 1996 (act no. 43 of 1996)
• Cultural Institutions Act 119 of 1998
• Culture Promotion Act 35 of 1983
• South African Geographical Names Council Act 118 of 1998
• Heraldry Act 18 of 1962
• Legal Deposit Act 54 of 1997
• National Arts Council Act 56 of 1997
• National Film and Video Foundation Act 73 of 1997
• National Heritage Council Act 11 of 1999
• National Heritage Resources Act 25 of 1999
• PAN South African Language Board Act 59 of 1995
• National Library of South Africa Act 92 of 1998
• Library for the Blind Act 91 of 1998


